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Forum on Information
Standards in Heritage




FISH-HEIRNET

Minutes of the 3rd Spring Technical Meeting

26th April 2013 11.00 – 15:00

Present: Gillian Grayson, EH (FISH Convenor), Dan Miles, EH (FISH Co-ordinator), David Thomas, RCAHMW, Sarah Howard, CBA, Phil Carlisle, EH, Paul Adams, EH, Keith May, EH, Victoria Bryant, Worcestershire CC, Suzy Blake, Staffs CC, Graham Tait, Devon CC, Ceri Binding, University of South Wales, Ray Moore, ADS.  
1. 
Welcome and Apologies 
Apologies were received from Peter McKeague, Leanne McCafferty, Paul Cripps.
2. 
Minutes of the Last Meeting
The minutes of the last meeting were approved and it was decided to maintain actions from the technical and strategic meetings separate. 

3. 
Actions from the Last FISH-HEIRNET Meeting 
All actions from previous meetings are now closed apart from 11.5.1 with the action changed to DM to contact KN and a new action on SB.
3.1
New action on SB to contact Chris Webster about BUG representation

4. 
Matters Arising 

No matters arising
5.   Ceri Binding (University of South Wales) – SENESCHAL: The follow on project from STAR/STELLAR – developing heritagedata.org as a Linked Data resource

Ceri Binding of the University of South Wales gave a PPT presentation on the SENESCHAL project, the main deliverables of which are to produce controlled vocabularies online, Web services and tools to align data with controlled vocabularies. The presentation is available on the FISH Website.
The meeting then discussed this project and the use of controlled vocabulary at length.  Discussions included whether the products of this project could be used to create a vocabulary of pottery wares/fabrics; the potential use in the development of OASIS; the next SWISH development; the potential for the creation of the Thesaurus of Cultural Heritage; application with HLC; use with the FISH Toolkit.

Practical issues associated with maintaining and hosting the various tools were discussed as CB said that the aim of the project was to create the tools and didn’t focus on future maintenance or hosting. Various suggestions were made including ownership by FISH and the creation of the persistent URIs. The sustainability of these was raised with the possible involvement of the ADS.  

A collaborative tool was required to edit and manage the Thesaurus of Cultural Heritage. PC spoke about a French tool kit – GINCO - that might be an option for this. 
GG asked what FISH had to do to in terms of disseminating and getting buy in from the represented organisations to implement and use these products and tools.  One area talked about was the use of these tools with the HERs – HBSMR and Bespoke HERs.

Other discussion was on the need to influence funding bodies, eg AHRC to encourage the practical applications of these tools.

The discussion covered linked open data and possible issues with licensing for commercial use.  
5.1
Action on GT & SB to feedback to HBSMR User Group

5.2
Action on SENESCHAL team to provide briefings to SB for dissemination to HBSMR and BESPOKE user groups and the ALGAO-HER committee.

5.3
Action on DT to speak to Welsh HERs

5.4
Action on Peter McKeague to speak to Scottish HERs

5.5
Action on DM to talk to Nick Davis about a SENESCHAL presentation at a future HER FORUM meeting.

5.6
Action on KM and PC on taking this forward at EH in terms of identifying priorities and collaborative approaches.

5.7
Action on RM to feedback to ADS on possible management and archiving role and the potential use of SENESCHAL products for the FISH Toolkit.

5.8
Action on SH to talk further with CB on potential use with BIAB

5.9
Action on GG/DM to organise a SENESCHAL presentation at the Autumn FISH-HEIRNET Strategic meeting.

5.10
Action on GG to discuss potential with Heritage Gateway colleagues

6.
Ray Moore – Developing a Wiki for Informing the Future of the Past (IFP)

Ray Moore gave a presentation on the use of Wikis for developing the new version of Informing the Past. A discussion followed into the uses of Wikis and the issues associated, in particular with regard to editing and archiving (similar to websites).

The various uses of Wikis was discussed, including their use in creating guidance documents, for example the ADS Good Practice guides, and potential for SENESCHAL.
The presentation is available on the FISH Website.

6.1
Action on GG to feed back to the IFP steering group that there was a need to raise awareness of the process for making changes and updating IFP, eg through a slot at HER Forum.

7.  
FISH Working Groups

7.1
FISH Terminology Working Group
PC gave an update to the meeting on the FTWG meeting earlier in April.  The FTWG remit had expanded from an archaeological focus to encompass all heritage word lists, with individual specialist members taking responsibility for each word list. PC also gave an update on new members, eg Richard Light.
7.1.1
Action on PC to send out a list of FTWG members
7.1.2 Action on DM to add Sally Carter to the FISH Members list
7.2
BIAB
SH gave an update on BIAB.  There had been a meeting to discuss the potential linking of BIAB with OASIS.  SH spoke about the number of records on BIAB with grey literature reports and linking to HER records and various issues, including data cleaning and adding locational information – for example using the UK grid reference finder which is used by the PAS. 
The group discussed potential ideas surrounding the use of Linked data for BIAB and linking to grey lit reports through their DOIs. SH said that documenting the BIAB system was essential for moving forward and that this was being undertaken. SH told the group that BIAB was based on the UKMARC bibliographical standard.

An issue with accessing EH investigation reports was also highlighted.

7.2.1
Action on DM and KM to look into accessing EH investigation reports.

7.3
Fish Website
DM informed the meeting that the website was up due to a lot of work by Tanja Watson (TW) (EH Data Standards Unit). However, work was still required and it was being tested.
A discussion was had on the future of Inscription in respect to the FISH website and who was responsible for keeping the word lists up to date.  It was decided that Inscription would be incorporated into the FISH website and the name Inscription removed – a re-direct would be posted on the current Inscription pages.  Communication to the sector on this change would have to be managed. 
There was also a discussion about who was responsible for keeping the Inscription material up to date. It was agreed that this is a responsibility of the FTWG, who will communicate changes to the FISH web editing team.  Sorting out the valid word lists would continue to be done by PA and TW.

A decision was made that deprecated data sets and word lists would be archived in CSV on the archiving pages of the FISH website.

The hosting of the FISH website was discussed and this was to be looked into with respect also to Midas Heritage XML schema and the creation of the persistent URIs as part of the SENSCHAL project.

7.3.1
Action on DM to send the FISH website link to FISH members and get comments back to TW

7.3.2
Action on PA to organise with TW the changes to the FISH website to incorporate all valid Inscription word lists and organise old ones to be archived

7.3.3
Action on DM to organise with SB and TW communication on changes to Inscription.
8.   
Midas Heritage – updates and changes 

DM told the group that there were no Midas Heritage updates to report.
SB reported back on Action  6.4 from the 2012 meeting that the changes passed by FISH last time would not affect the HER Midas Heritage Compliance profile.

DM and PC spoke about various potential issues with the MIDAS XML and that it would be good to establish a working group on MIDAS HERITAGE and XML.

8.1
Action on DM to coordinate new working group.

9.
Reports from Contributing Organisations

9.1
Report from EH Heritage Data Management
PA reported on the development of the HLC thesaurus (internal EH) and noted that the Heritage Crime thesaurus was complete. He also updated the group on work for the Home Front project and the Thematic Terms project, which had focused on disability terminology.
9.1.2  Action on PA to send SB a copy of the HLC thesaurus.

10.
AOB
GG asked the group about their opinion on hosting the next FISH-HEIRNET Stategic Meeting in Scotland . There was general agreement that it could be possible. There was also a strong preference for a focus on interoperability and linked open data.
The possibility of organising a seminar to bring together all the various strands of work being undertaken was discussed.

10.1 Action on DM and GG to talk to KM about taking this further.

Appendix 1 Open Actions

	No
	Joint FISH/HEIRNET Meeting: 01st  November 2011
	Owner
	Notes

	11.5.1


	Action to look at previous discussion on this matter relating to licensing


	KN
	Open – DM to contact KN

	No
	Joint FISH/HEIRNET Technical meeting: 26th April 2013
	Owner
	Notes

	3.1
	Action to contact Chris Webster about BUG representation


	SB
	Open

	5.1
	Action to feedback SENESCAL project to HBSMR User Group
	GT & SB
	Open

	5.2
	Action on SENESCHAL team to provide briefings to SB for dissemination to HBSMR and BESPOKE user groups and the ALGAO-HER committee.


	CB
	Open

	5.3
	Action to speak to Welsh HERs about SENESCHAL project


	DT
	Open

	5.4
	Action to speak to Scottish HERs about SENESCHAL


	PM
	Open

	5.5
	Action to talk to Nick Davis about a SENESCHAL presentation at a future HER FORUM meeting.


	DM
	Open

	5.6
	Action to take the theme of SENESCHAL forward at EH in terms of identifying priorities and collaborative approaches.


	KM & PC
	Open

	5.7
	Action to feedback to ADS on possible management and archiving role and the potential use of SENESCHAL products for the FISH Toolkit.


	RM
	Open

	5.8
	Action to talk further with CB on potential use with BIAB


	SH
	Open

	5.9
	Action to organise a SENESCHAL presentation at the Autumn FISH-HEIRNET Strategic meeting.


	GG/DM
	Open

	5.10
	Action to discuss potential with Heritage Gateway colleagues
	GG
	Open

	6.1
	Action to feed back to the IFP steering group that there was a need to raise awareness of the process for making changes and updating IFP, eg through a slot at HER Forum.


	GG
	Open

	7.1.1
	Action to send out a list of FTWG members


	PC
	Open

	7.1.2
	Action to add Sally Carter to the FISH Members list


	DM
	Open

	7.2.1
	Action to look into accessing EH investigation reports.
	DM / KM
	Open

	7.3.1
	Action to send the FISH website link to FISH members and get comments back to TW
	DM
	Open

	7.3.2
	Action to organise with TW the changes to the FISH website to incorporate all valid Inscription word lists and organise old ones to be archived


	PA
	Open

	7.3.3
	Action to organise with SB and TW communication on changes to Inscription.
	DM
	Open

	8.1

	Action to coordinate new working group.


	DM
	Open

	9.1.2  
	Action to send SB a copy of the HLC thesaurus.


	PA
	Open

	10.1
	Action to talk to KM about looking at organising a seminar.


	DM /GG
	Open
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