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The four Welsh HERs 

• Four Welsh Archaeological 
Trusts  

• Formed as educational 
charities in 1970s 

• Each includes a curatorial 
section and a commercial 
section 

• The curatorial sections of the 
Trusts manage the Historic 
Environment Record for their 
area 
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HER Charitable Trusts 

• Welsh HERs held in 
independent HER 
Charitable Trusts 

• Managed by dedicated 
HER staff at Welsh 
Archaeological Trusts 
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Paper index records 
started over 40 years 
ago 
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Welsh HERs Development  

© Jean Williamson/Mick Sharp 

© Jean Williamson/Mick Sharp 

Known as the Sites and 
Monuments Record (SMR) 



Primary source of 
historic environment 
information  
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Welsh HERs Development  

Providing comprehensive 
information regarding the 
known archaeological and 
historical sites, monuments, 
buildings, artefacts and 
landscapes of Wales  



Index to archaeological 
investigations (events) 
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Welsh HERs Development  

Online relational database 
with multiple user-
interfaces developed 
collaboratively by WATs 
from c.2003 



Archwilio – www.archwilio.org.uk 
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• A collaborative 
project across 
Wales 

• Launched by the 
Welsh Heritage 
Minister in July 
2010 



Archwilio     version 1 

• HER sites shown 
on map 

• Table of results 
• Click on site for 

full report 
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Historic Environment (Wales) Act 2016 
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Historic Environment (Wales) Act 2016 

35 Historic environment records 
 
(1)The Welsh Ministers must compile and keep up to date a historic 
environment record for each local authority area in Wales. 
 

Duty discharged 
through Welsh 
Archaeological Trusts’ 
Regional Historic 
Environment Records 
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Historic Environment (Wales) Act 2016 
35 Historic environment records 
(2) A historic environment record is a record which provides— 
(a)details of every building in the authority's area which is included in a list compiled or approved 
under section 1 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 (c.9), 

(b)details of every conservation area in the authority's area which is designated under section 69 of that Act, 

(c)details of every monument in the authority's area which is included in the Schedule compiled 
and maintained under section 1 of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 (c.46), 

(d)details of each of the grounds in the authority's area which are included in the register of 
historic parks and gardens compiled and maintained under section 41A of that Act, 

(e)details of every conflict site in the authority's area which the Welsh Ministers consider to be of historic interest, 

(f)where a public authority (whether by itself or jointly with other persons) maintains a list of historic landscapes in Wales, details of every 
historic landscape in the local authority's area which is included in the list, 

(g)details of every world heritage site in the authority's area, 

(h)details of every other area or site or other place in the authority's area which the authority or the 
Welsh Ministers consider to be of local historic, archaeological or architectural interest, 
(i)information about the way in which the historic, archaeological or architectural development of the authority's area, or any part of it, has 

contributed to the present character of the area or part and about how that character may be preserved, 

(j)details of relevant investigations carried out in the authority's area and of the findings of 
those investigations, and 

(k)a means of accessing details of every historic place name in the authority's area which is included in the list 
compiled and maintained under section 34. 
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Historic Environment (Wales) Act 2016 

Welsh HERs now: 
• include additional information formally within Archwilio 
• link to additional data sources 
• present bilingual records – adhere to Welsh Language Act 

compliance for Cadw  

• include bilingual summaries for all new records created after 
May 2016 
 

These additional requirements are presented via 
Archwilio  



Archwilio – www.archwilio.org.uk 
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• Relaunched in 
2017 

• Includes all 
statutory content 
for Welsh HERs 



Archwilio     version 2 
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Archwilio – detailed record 
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Archwilio – attached reports 



Archwilio – statutory information 
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Archwilio – place names  (RCAHMW) 



Archwilio –  
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Unitary Authorities and 
Conservation Areas 
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Archwilio – Landmap (NRW) 



Archwilio – Historic Landscapes (GAT) 
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Archwilio –  

Ymddiriedolaeth Archaeolegol Gwynedd 
 Gwynedd Archaeological Trust 

Scheduled Monuments (Cadw) 



Archwilio –  
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Listed Buildings (Cadw) 



Archwilio – Battlefields (RCAHMW) 
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Historic Environment (Wales) Act 2016 
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Historic Environment (Wales) Act 2016 

• WAT HER staff invited 
to input into Cadw HER 
Guidance 

• Guidance primarily 
aimed at public bodies 
under section 37 of Act 
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Historic Environment Benchmarks 2015 

• New Benchmarks created 2015 by Cadw/RCAHMW 
in consultation with HERs to align HER service and 
practices with incoming legislation 

• 3rd quinqennial audits undertaken by Welsh HERs 
demonstrated adherence to new Benchmarks 

 http://cadw.gov.wales/historicenvironment/recordsv1/historicenvironmentrecords
/?skip=1&lang=en  

• Pros: improved service in line with incoming historic 
environment legislation; focussed on Welsh context 

• Cons: further divergence from practice across the 
rest of the UK; less compatible with earlier audits 
for tracking progress 
 
 

http://cadw.gov.wales/historicenvironment/recordsv1/historicenvironmentrecords/?skip=1&lang=en
http://cadw.gov.wales/historicenvironment/recordsv1/historicenvironmentrecords/?skip=1&lang=en
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Historic Environment (Wales) Act 2016 

36 Access to historic environment records 
 

(1)The Welsh Ministers— 
(a)must make each historic environment record available for public inspection 
in such manner as they consider appropriate; 
(b)must, where a person requests a copy of part of a historic environment 
record or details accessed by means of such a record, and it appears to the 
Welsh Ministers that the request is reasonable, provide the person with a copy 
of that part of the record or those details; 
(c)must make available to a person wishing to inspect a historic environment 
record advice on or assistance with retrieving and understanding information 
provided in the record or accessed by means of the record; 
(d)must, where a person requests the retrieval of information provided in a 
historic environment record or accessed by means of such a record and it 
appears to the Welsh Ministers that the request is reasonable, compile for the 
person a document containing the information. 



Impact of New Legislation–  
GGAT Case Study 

New records created within the GGAT 
area since implementation of the Act: 
 
• Core records: 432 (total 30384)  
• Event records: 412 (total 5530) 
 



Bilingual Records 

Archwilio is 
now 
searchable via 
a Welsh 
language 
interface and 
includes Welsh 
records 



 



Closer relationship with  
Unitary Authorities 

 
• Offered each UA training on the content 

and use of the HER 
• Range of ways to access the data 
• A third of UAs in GGAT area now have 

direct access to the HER 
• Further UAs in discussions regarding 

better access 



Submitting Data to the HER 
Forthcoming guidance (early 2018) 
aims to support anyone creating 
information about the historic 
environment of Wales in order to 
present this to the HERs, and to 
promote good practice for the 
submittal of this information in a 
format which: 

– meets national standards for data 
management  

– will make it accessible to a wide 
audience  

–  is easy to manage, maintain and 
preserve as well as easy and 
more cost-effective to accession.   
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Historic Environment (Wales) Act 2016 

Welsh HERs - Summary: 
• Listed Buildings (Cadw) 
• Conservation Areas (Local Authorities; www.lle.gov.wales)  
• Scheduled Monuments (Cadw) 
• Registered Parks and Gardens (Cadw) 
• Conflict Sites (RCAHMW) 
• Historic Landscapes (Cadw/WATs) 
• World Heritage Sites (Cadw) 
• Every Other Area or Site (i.e. undesignated HER Records) 
• Characterisation (WATs/Landmap – NRW) 
• Events (HER data) 
• Placenames (RCAHMW) 
• Maritime data (RCAHMW) 
• Bilingual information 
 

• Closer links to local authorities 
• Benchmarks linking HER service provision to legislation 
 

http://www.lle.gov.wales/


For further information, please contact:  
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 Gwynedd Archaeological Trust 

Nina Steele – Senior HER 
Archaeologist 

 
Gwynedd Archaeological Trust 
Craig Beuno 
Garth Road 
Bangor 
Gwynedd 
LL57 2RT 
01248 352535 (ffon/phone) 
 
website: www.heneb.co.uk 
email: her@heneb.co.uk  
 
  

Calli Rouse – HER Manager 
 
Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust 
Heathfield House 
Heathfield 
Swansea 
SA1 6EL 
 
01792 655208 (ffon/phone) 
 
website: http://www.ggat.org.uk/  
email: her@ggat.org.uk  
 
 
 
  

www.archwilio.org.uk 
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