FISH Terminology Working Group Terms of Reference

Background

The Archaeology Terminology Working Group was established in 1995. Its main aims were to encourage the use of, and access to, collections, archives and records systems and to develop guidance for the recording of object names within the archaeological profession and related disciplines. Since the publication of the mda Archaeological Object Type Thesaurus in 1998 the focus of the group has shifted to the maintenance and development of the terminologies for recording objects. With the expansion of the group’s remit to include other terminologies the name of the group is being changed to that of the FISH Terminology Working Group.
Purpose
The purpose of the Working Group is:

· To support the development of standards and controlled vocabularies for the cultural heritage sector;

· To share best practice;
· To promote co-ordination and collaboration as a focal point for terminology development and delivery.

1. Terms of Reference

The  Working Group will act to:

· Act as an advisory group making recommendations to organisations within the wider heritage sector and beyond on the use of terminologies;
· Provide a forum for the development of community driven FISH terminologies particularly the merging of terminologies from the 4 home nations of the UK.
· Provide an interface with other national and international standards developed for cultural heritage.
· Actively promote the use of controlled vocabularies and terminologies within the cultural heritage sector
· Act as the owners for terminologies developed for, and on behalf of, FISH

· Liaise with other international bodies involved in the development of standards and vocabularies
2. Representation

Membership will be reviewed regularly, but will initially include:

· English Heritage
· National Museums and Galleries of Wales
· Museum of London
· British Museum and PAS
· Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland
· Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales

· DoE Northern Ireland

· Representatives from local government Historic Environment Records

· National Trust

· National Parks

· Universities
3. Operation

Meetings

The Working Group will meet twice a year in April and October prior to the main FISH/HEIRNET meetings in order to allow the group to feedback developments to FISH. 

· The meetings will be held at the British Museum

· The April meeting will decide the focus of work for the following year and the terminologies/standards to be worked on and the establishment of sub-groups where necessary.

· The October meeting will peer-review the work of the sub groups.
Roles

Chair – Phil Carlisle (English Heritage)
Secretary – Sally Carter (National Museums and Galleries of Wales
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